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Ike's lliness Spotlights Vital 7 |
Role of Nat'l Security Council |

Under statute, members in ad
dition to Eisenhower include: Vice:
President Richard Nixon, Secretary'
of State Dulles, Secretary of De-!
fense Charles Wilson and Director'
of Defense Dr. Arthur Flemming.:

At the request of the President,
INSC meetings are also regularly’
attended by Treasury Secretary’
George Humphrey, Directo of the’
Budget Rowland Hughes, Chair-:
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff'
Adm. Arthur Radford, Director
e Central Intelligence Agency Al-
len Dulles, Special Assiﬁiﬁ“&e ines aalvand against the Co
President on Disarmament F. muy " and what to do about the !

CPYRGHT
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By KENNETH 0. GILMORE
NEA Staff Correspoundent

days following the announcemen
of President Eisenhower's heart
attack, 19 men sat down around &
table at the White House.

No stenographers were present
to take notes. No aides filled wa-
ter glasses. Guards kept careful
watch outside the doors. The
meeting started prompily at 10
a.m. It broke up at 12:30 p.m.

This was the first high level of-
ficial government body to meet
and act since the President fell

{ll. That fact alone best describes’
the all important role of the Na-
tional Security Council.
For wsince Eisenbower ‘tou
office this super secret agency
hss assumed a position of author-
ity in the U.S. government without
parallel.
Functions Expanded

The President's illness now
points up its expanded functions
and importance in the federal gov-
ernment.
Recently, for example, Secretary
of State John Foster Dulles re-
vealed that U.S. foreign policy dey
cisions could be carried out as a
result of NSC policies previously
agreed upon and personally ap-
proved by President Efsenhower
long before his attack. S
. What are the functions of the'
NSC? Who attends its hush-hush .
meetings? What is discussed?.
What are the resuits? .
In view of the increased respon.:
sibilities thrust upon the NSC dur-|.,
ing lke's recuperation, here arey
the answers to these questions,

The cooncil meeting on th
Thursday after the President’s ill-,
pess was fairly typical of the 1
Isessions held to date during the
Eisenhower administration. In al}.
there have been 260 since thiy.
Ig:dy was established by law in

ptember, 1947, o

Council Streamlined
President  Eisenhower 1| s
streamlined the NSC into an effi-
cient board of directors or Suppr
Cebinet, lelie! workhorse is 4B

elson Rockefeller.

Call In Extra Leaders’ J
All of these men were present
h{ that Thursday meeting. In ad-

few months he will be briefi
Nixon, who wil] preside until |
reéurns. on. the day’s agenda. |
‘ Very man who attend i
.S. Information Agency h e a@gouncil is gi : 'l
Jeodore Streibert, White House thjects tgwtf: tgi:izt.:e’lfﬁg:gu agzvl
p :;caietaggm gfl)I.As:il;&;l;:‘tN fJ-icarefully prepared by a plannin :

) gq ard of assistant secrotarie j

hairman Lewis Strauss, Civil
ense Administrator Val Peter

ational Security Affairs Dillon§e; -
nderson and his two assistants,!; P“li‘::? ot:nyt:en I;:Srém:l.ock ti
ames S. Lay, Jr., and S. Everett mnufe “gigbal fmeumeﬁcf :u:g
¢cason, ¥ ) o F
Specific matters that come un‘gmg:‘l .tgin{éﬁ&u; hi:ti{m? l;“cf," Nex
efore the NSC are closely guard{pared agenda, This Is ro;]lo :dpre
di — so much so that sever|whs members describe wed by
‘ men;jber’l ofdme ;txr;sa v;ho havddebate, as brisky
epotied “inside” stories from thy , Certain decis "
uncil’s meetings have been i t‘ be made g;s::)}?es I\:'r’ys:;le‘rltlt hngaf
;;igated by the FBI. merous essential problems are
¢ broad area of topics discusilbeing thrashed out by the c are
. however, are knowns. TheffIf Ike's heaiih continues ?oun‘c“
pve included such heavy subjecfprove, the Vige President. th 1m-
s how to holster the country retary of State and othe € Sec-
. ’defense to meet the threat ‘txrs will most likely reportrcorlr;:mi
i H?ft ;{-bomp attack, whetp#&cisions to the President in Decrl)_.
ltﬂ_nwlhe_-:h:\_ds off tha Cibr or Gettyshurg.
T, -
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